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next day at the river side, on the spot now known as Chandi-ghat.
The Raja duly fulfilled the assignation, but waited for a long time
without seeing anything. At last he observed a snake swimming in
the river, and he became aware that the goddess had assumed that
form for the interview. Then he stretched out his hand to take
the snake to himself, but his courage failed him; and instead of
seizing it by the neck he took hold of the tail, and it forthwith
turned into a sword in his hand, which he carried home. The
following night Ran Chandi again appeared to him, and told him
that he had done wrong in not seizing the snake by the neck, but
that the sword which he had thus gained would be ' the luck of
Cachir/ and the State would prosper as long as it was preserved
with care. This sword was always kept by Brahmans near the
Raja's person. On the night of the assassination of Gobind
Chandra, it was carried away secretly by Dananjai Thakur, who
is still living. Together with another sword representing Shama
Thakuram, whose legendary history is not given, it is now in
the possession of the Ranf, where it was seen by the Deputy-
Commissioner, who describes it as a handsome two-edged weapon
made of black iron.
Meanwhile, during the eighteenth century, the frontiers of Burmah
were invaded by the Manipuri Raja. Afterwards the Burmese com-
menced reprisals, and in the early years of the nineteenth century
seem to have rendered the Cacharis insecure at Kashpur, and
induced them to remove their capital to Garbetta, in Bikrampur
fargand, a place situated between the spurs of two hills. Here
they built an earthen mound across the extremities of the spurs.
This mound is now a trim tea garden, in some places over twenty
feet high, and broad enough at the top for three or four horsemen to
ride abreast. After this the capital again became insecure, and
another removal was rendered necessary. The reign of Gobind
Chandra, the last king, was, in fact, one -perpetual flight. On one
occasion he was compelled to take refuge in Sylhet, and settled at
Hari Thikar, on the north side of the Baralt, a short distance above
the point where that river divides into the KusiaVa* and Surma. He
was restored to his throne by the British Government in 1826, when
the Burmese were expelled, as an episode in the first Burmese war.
Four years after his restoration he was assassinated; and as he left
no legitimate successor, the British took possession of Ca'char in
accordance with a clause in the treaty of 1826. The commander-